POLAND AND THE WAR OF 1914-1918
most enlightened Poles that neither Germany nor
Austria intended to liberate any part of the Polish
territory administered by them since the third Partition,
and that their generosity extended merely to the Polish
territory, but recently wrested from Czarist Russia, i.e.
the so-called Kingdom of Poland. Moreover, not all
that limited region was offered in semi-indcpcndcncc to
the Poles, for Austria claimed one province of die old
kingdom, and the Germans proposed to advance their
own eastern frontier farther eastwards to take in yet
anodier strip of Polish territory.
This was the situation in 1917 when Pilsudski, who had
organized a Polish legion against Russia, and whose aid
was further sought by Germany in the hope that Polish
man-power might be recruited for use on the western
front, resigned from the Polish Council of State and from
the Polish Military Commission. His legionaries, on his
instructions, refused to take the oath of allegiance to the
German and Austrian Emperors. The German High
Command retaliated by incarcerating Pilsndski in the
fortress of Magdeburg (July 22,1917) and interning five
thousand of his followers.
Meanwhile a second event of great importance to the
future of Poland had occurred. The United States had
entered the war against the Central Powers, and President
Wilson, who before diis time had been sympathetically
impressed by the claims of Poland, as expounded to him
by the great Polish musician Ignacc Padcrewski and the
Polish Nationalist leader, Roman Dmowski, included
the" re-creation of a free and independent Poland, with
access to the sea among his first and subsequent statements
of war aims.
In the autumn of 1917 the resistance of the Russian
army  had  completely  collapsed.    The  November
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